2024-2025 BSP#16 Group Time Discussion

(A) BEZEZMNZERAVEE Questions for Studying and Understanding (15 minutes)
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According to 18:4-8, what are the reasons for God™ s judgment of Babylon?
a. Her sins are piled up to the sky
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b. God remembers her crimes

c. Her boasting and wantonness

d. She thinks she is a queen and will never know grief

e. She was the capital of the Babylonian empire - the enemy and conqueror
of Judah.
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The main message of Chapter 18 1s for us to " Depart from her(Babylon), my
people, so as not to take part in her sins and receive a share in her plagues" (18:4).
The scriptural passages also let us understand that Babylon represents sin, lust,
luxury, and unrighteousness. This teaching and prophecy about the end of the
world allows us to once again see the unique power of the Bible. As the Epistle to
the Hebrews says: “The word of God is living and powerful, sharper than any
double-edged sword, penetrating to the very dividing points of soul and spirit, of



joints and marrow”  (Hebrews 4:12 ). In chapter 18, the power of God™ s word is
especially demonstrated 1n:
a. God has already reminded and foretold this important message about
the end of the world through the prophets.
b. Relevant Old Testament teachings and prophecies include Is 13-14; Jer
50-51; Is 34; Eze 26-28.
c. It also includes the prophecy in 2 Samuel 17:11-12 that a descendant
of David will build a house for Him, and his throne will last forever.
d. This demonstrates God" s omniscience (the ability to accurately see
and know 1n advance) and His omnipotence (the ability to accurately
speak through weak and erring humans throughout history without
compromising their human freedom the truth that needs to be known).
e. It also shows the coherence of God's word - it does not contradict
itself; what 1s said in the Old Testament 1s confirmed and fulfilled in
the New Testament.
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As a result of this important eschatological teaching of Rev 18, the indisputable
power of God" s word, and the social and political situation of the current world,
how would you resolve to live from now on?

(B) A ERIFERMIREH - Reflection and application question (10 minutes)
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“To the measure of her boasting and wantonness repay her in torment and grief” (18:7).
Babylon was condemned and punished for sexual immorality and material enjoyment. But in
the gospel, Jesus gave the attendees at the wedding feast in Cana six stone jars filled with
wine (Jn 2:6-10); and also allowed a woman to pour a bottle of precious perfume on him (Mt
26 :8-13). In addition, in the story of the prodigal son, the father slaughtered the fattened cow
to celebrate his son's repentance (Luke 15:23). What do you think of these seemingly
extravagant behaviors? Will they be condemned by God? Why yes or no? Can you give some
similar examples from real life?



